
	
  

Note:	
  	
  	
  	
  Reciters	
  who	
  wish	
  to	
  appear	
  in	
  the	
  Certification	
  Test	
  	
  for	
  teaching	
  recitation	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Qur’an	
  should	
  
concentrate	
  on	
  first	
  two	
  criteria	
  given	
  above.	
  
	
  

	
  
A	
  Guide	
  for	
  Judgment	
  in	
  Competitions	
  of	
  Recitation	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Quran	
  

	
  
Translated	
  from	
  instructions	
  given	
  by	
  

	
  

Hafiz	
  Burhan	
  Muhammad	
  Khan	
  sahib	
  
(Professor,	
  Jamia	
  Ahmadiyya	
  Junior,	
  Rabwah)	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Three	
  criteria	
  should	
  be	
  observed	
  when	
  judging	
  in	
  the	
  competitions	
  of	
  recitation	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Quran:	
  
	
  

1. Accuracy	
  of	
  Pronunciation	
  
2. Ease	
  and	
  	
  Expertise	
  in	
  Delivery	
  
3. Melodiousness	
  

	
  
	
  

1:	
  Accuracy	
  of	
  Pronunciation	
  
	
  

For	
  this	
  criteria,	
  articulation	
  of	
  the	
  letters	
  with	
  their	
  proper	
  	
  sounds	
  and	
  characteristics	
  	
  (makhaarij	
  and	
  	
  sifaat)	
  
should	
  be	
  observed.	
  Some	
  detail	
  of	
  these	
  characteristics	
  is	
  as	
  follows:	
  
	
  

• 	
  Tafkheem	
  (heaviness	
  in	
  articulation)	
  of	
  following	
  letters:	

	'لل'  
	  ;خصص ضغطط قظظ    	
  in	
  the	
  word	

	,الله    preceded	
  by	
  fathah	
  
or	
  zammah;   	

	'رر'    bearing	
  fathah	
  or	
  zammah,	
  or	
  bearing	
  sukoon	
  preceded	
  by	
  fatha	
  or	
  zammah	
  

• Tarqeeq	
  (lightness	
  in	
  articulation)	
  of	
  letters	
  (all	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  Arabic	
  	
  alphabet)	
  
• Izhaar	
  (articulation	
  of	

	نن    saakin	
  and	

	نن    of	
  tanween	
  clearly	
  and	
  firmly	
  with	
  short	
  sound,	
  followed	
  by	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  6	
  

throat	
  letters:	

	(ئھهعحغخ    	
  
• 	
  Ikhfaa	
  (articulation	
  of	

	نن    saakin	
  and	
  	

	نن    of	
  tanween	
  softly	
  with	
  nasal	
  sound	
  and	
  prolongation	
  	
  of	
  sound). Ikhfaa	
  

in	

	مم    saakin	
  followed	
  by	

	بب    
• Application	
  of	
  qalqalah, (in	
  5	
  letters	
  of	

	(قططبب جدد    
• Gentleness	
  or	
  firmness	
  of	
  sound,	
  
• Traakhi (softness	
  in	
  articulation	
  with	
  prolongation	
  of	
  the	
  sound)	
  in	

	نن    and	

	مم    bearing	
  tashdeed,	
  and	

	وو    and	

	یی    

bearing	
  tashdeed	
  preceded	
  by	

	نن    saakin	
  or	
  tanween,	
  
• Sur’at	
  (articulation	
  of	
  the	
  letters	
  bearing	
  tashdeed	
  without	
  prolonging	
  the	
  voice	
  over	
  them)	
  
• Qasr	
  	
  and	
  madd,	
  (articulation	
  of	
  short	
  vowels,	
  long	
  vowels	
  and	
  excessive	
  long	
  vowels	
  properly)	
  	
  
• Etc.	
  

	
   	
  
2:	
  Ease	
  and	
  Expertise	
  in	
  Delivery	
  
	
  

• How	
  well	
  and	
  how	
  skillfully	
  the	
  reciter	
  employs	
  the	
  rules	
  of	
  pronunciation	
  in	
  delivery	
  of	
  the	
  verses.	
  And	
  
whether	
  the	
  application	
  of	
  the	
  rules	
  sounds	
  natural,	
  and	
  free	
  of	
  strenuous	
  formality	
  and	
  artificiality.	
  
[Application	
  of	
  rules	
  should	
  sound	
  natural	
  and	
  not	
  artificial	
  or	
  forced.]	
  
	
  

3:	
  Melodiousness	
  
	
  

• In	
  addition	
  to	
  correct	
  pronunciation	
  and	
  appropriate	
  application	
  and	
  delivery	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  rules	
  of	
  tajweed,	
  	
  
it	
  should	
  be	
  determined	
  how	
  skillfully	
  the	
  reciter	
  delivers	
  the	
  verses	
  beautifully,	
  melodiously,	
  and	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  
that	
  complements	
  the	
  inherent	
  meaning	
  of	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  

• The	
  level	
  of	
  general	
  appeal	
  and	
  attraction	
  of	
  the	
  recitation	
  should	
  also	
  be	
  noted.	
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1. Accuracy	
  of	
  Pronunciation	
  
2. Ease	
  and	
  Appropriateness	
  of	
  Delivery	
  
3. Melodiousness	
  

	
  

	
  
1:	
  Accuracy	
  of	
  Pronunciation	
  
	
  
	
  
[The	
  following	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  points	
  that	
  should	
  be	
  observed	
  in	
  determining	
  correct	
  pronunciation:]	
  
	
  

• Articulation	
  points	
  (makhaarij)	
  and	
  characteristics	
  (sifaat)	
  of	
  the	
  letters,	
  
• Tarqeeq	
  (thinness)	
  and	
  tafkheem	
  (thickness,	
  fattening)	
  of	
  letters,	
  
• Izhaar	
  (making	
  clear)	
  or	
  Ikhfaa	
  (hiding)	
  of	
  sound,	
  in	
  saakin	
  letters,	
  
• Application	
  of	
  qalqalah,	
  
• Gentleness	
  or	
  firmness	
  of	
  sound,	
  
• Fluency	
  (sur'at)	
  or	
  paused	
  prolongation	
  (taraakhee)	
  of	
  mushaddad	
  letters,	
  
• Brevity	
  (qasr)	
  of	
  sound	
  or	
  elongation	
  (madd),	
  etc.	
  

	
  

	
  
2:	
  Ease	
  and	
  Appropriateness	
  of	
  Delivery	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
[The	
  points	
  to	
  consider	
  when	
  judging	
  this	
  criteria	
  are:]	
  
	
  

• How	
  well	
  and	
  how	
  skillfully	
  the	
  reciter	
  employs	
  the	
  rules	
  of	
  pronunciation	
  in	
  delivery	
  of	
  the	
  
verses.	
  And	
  whether	
  the	
  application	
  of	
  the	
  rules	
  sounds	
  natural,	
  and	
  free	
  of	
  strenuous	
  formality	
  
and	
  artificiality.	
  [Application	
  of	
  rules	
  should	
  sound	
  natural	
  and	
  not	
  artificial	
  or	
  forced.]	
  
	
  



	
  
3:	
  Melodiousness	
  
	
  

• In	
  addition	
  to	
  correct	
  pronunciation	
  and	
  appropriate	
  application	
  and	
  delivery	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  
rules	
  of	
  tajweed,	
  	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  determined	
  how	
  skillfully	
  the	
  reciter	
  delivers	
  the	
  verses	
  
beautifully,	
  melodiously,	
  and	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  complements	
  the	
  inherent	
  meaning	
  of	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  

• The	
  level	
  of	
  general	
  appeal	
  and	
  attraction	
  of	
  the	
  recitation	
  should	
  also	
  be	
  noted.	
  
	
  
	
  


